Legislature Day
Training Schedule
Saturday, November 23, 2019: Optional Arrival
Location: Hotel Grand Pacific (463 Belleville St, Victoria)
Dinner Option:

We have a group reservation at 10 Acres Bistro (611 Courtnay Street) for 6:15p.m.
Please meet in the hotel lobby for 6 p.m. if you would like to walk over with the group.

Sunday, November 24, 2019
Legislature and Policy Training 1:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. (6 CPD points)
Location: Hotel Grand Pacific, South Pender Island Ballroom
For those arriving on Sunday morning, this room will be available as of 8:30 a.m. Please feel free to stop by if
you are unable to check-in right away. CHBA BC staff will be present all morning.
12:30 - 1:30p.m.

Lunch available for all delegates

1:30 p.m.

Welcome from CEO Neil Moody and Government Relations
Committee Chair Matt McCurrach

1:45 - 3:30p.m.

The Government Relations World - Counsel Public Affairs
A refresher of government relations best practices, expectations and meeting tips,
essential for both first-time participants and veterans. We will also cover the latest from
the Legislature and how it informs our event in Victoria.

3:30-3:45p.m.

Break

3:45-4:15p.m.

Logistics Overview and Expectations

4:15-6:00p.m.

The Asks
This session will cover the CHBA BC ideas and positions for this event. You will receive
the information you need for your MLA meetings, and why these particular asks are
important.

6:00-8:00p.m.

Dinner and Group meetings
This time is available to get to know your teammates with a group dinner. It is also
your opportunity to strategize and set a plan for your meetings the following day.
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Legislature Day
Event Schedule
Monday, November 25, 2019
MLA Meetings

Tuesday, November 26, 2019
Debrief

Meals and Delegate Break Room

Location: Hotel Grand Pacific, South Pender Island
Ballroom

Location: Hotel Grand Pacific, East Vancouver Island
Ballroom
Breakfast available from 7:30 - 9:30 a.m.
Lunch available from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
CHBA BC delegates can use this room to speak to CHBA BC
staff or as a quick spot to break between Legislature meetings.
It will also host breakfast, lunch, and coffee for all CHBA BC
member delegates.

Breakfast available from 8 a.m.
Delegate meeting 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
If you did not hand in your meeting reports on Monday, please
bring them to this meeting. We will cover lessons learned,
relevant insights for the group, and discuss opportunities to
leverage this knowledge and experience locally.

Group Meetings with MLAs 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
(Each group will have a different schedule)
Question Period 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Location: Tickets will be handed out by CHBA BC. If you
would like to go with a group, a CHBA BC staff member will be
taking a group at 12:45 p.m. after lunch (meeting in the East
Vancouver Island Ballroom).
Please note your phone and other items will be placed with
security during your time in the Legislature Chambers.
Evening Reception 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Location: Hotel Grand Pacific, Pender Island Ballroom
All CHBA BC delegates are expected at the reception for the
duration of the event as MLAs and staff may arrive at any
time. Food and beverages will be served for all guests.
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INDUSTRY EXPERTISE
CHBA BC members bring an important perspective to policy discussions: they build homes every day.

2,200
MEMBERS

8 LOCAL
ASSOCIATIONS

Licensed Home Builders

Vancouver

Renovators

Vancouver Island

Suppliers

Central Okanagan

Tradespeople

Central Interior

Industry Professionals

South Okanagan
Northern BC

PROFESSIONALS &
COMMUNITY BUILDERS
Members must sign and adhere to
a code of ethics to maintain their
CHBA membership.
Home builders are an integral
part of the local economy and
have a direct hand in building our
communities.

Sea to Sky
Fraser Valley

Purpose-built rentals

of new homeowners feel
confident knowing their home

2nd highest on record after 2017

was built by a licensed
residential builder
What do prospective new home
buyers plan to purchase?

The average home builder in B.C.
builds approximately
New homeowners are

satisfied

previously
owned home

4 homes per year
custom built

with the construction
of their new home
2018 B.C. Residential Building
Statistics and Trends Report

homes built by a
builder / developer

unsure
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POLICY IMPACTS AFFORDABILITY
WHAT ADDS TO THE COST OF NEW HOMES IN BC?
Demand is increasing with a growing population. However, construction costs are also increasing. Regulatory
and building costs can stop projects from proceeding, which happens more frequently than you may think. We
need more housing supply to meet the demand, not less.

Building Code
Changes

Energy-Efficiency
Requirements

Local Government
Fees

Product Costs
and Availability

Trades
Shortages

Bylaw and Zoning
Changes

Lengthy Processes
and Timelines

Land
Prices

Reports and
Reviews

(i.e. Trade disputes)

Residential construction is one of the most regulated sectors of the economy. While each approval or change
may seem like a small impact, together they can quickly impact housing affordability calculations. These
changes are not limited to just market housing, and can impact projected targets and budgets for government
housing initiatives.
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THE HOUSING CONTINUUM
Addressing the entire housing continuum is essential to any
successful housing strategy. Significant investments from all levels of
government have focused on the first four stages. The next step is to
focus on affordability in market housing.

Emergency
Shelters

Transitional
Housing

Supportive
Housing

Subsidized
Housing

Market
Rental
Housing

Market
Ownership
Housing

MARKET HOUSING MATTERS
If entry-level housing is inaccessible to first-time buyers, the
system breaks down and the number needing assistance grows.
Homeownership also takes pressure off rental stock; CHBA research
indicates that some 80% of rental units that come available each
year in Canada are from people vacating to become homeowners.

DIVERSE HOUSING SUPPLY
A successful housing continuum includes the ability to access
appropriate housing options for different life stages.

HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY
AND
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
(or referred to as social housing)
is and should be built for those
in housing need, most often
due to lack of income or special
circumstances. Smart investments
in affordable housing is required
and encouraged.
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
ensures homes are within
financial reach of British
Columbians. Addressing this will
reduce the ongoing pressures
on affordable housing, so any
new and available government
housing units can go to those in
most urgent need. Otherwise,
no amount of investment will be
able to keep up with the need.

The short answer?
Building more affordable
housing alone won’t solve
housing affordability.
We need both.

Limited choice of housing supply in communities further exacerbates
the issue. We see this today with many that are overhoused and many
underhoused. This doesn’t necessarily mean towers as a solution.
Buyers overwhelmingly prefer low-rise, ground-oriented housing,
which can include townhomes, row houses, and duplexes.
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RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
IS ONE OF B.C.’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS

We’re one of British Columbia’s largest employers but these jobs are spread out from our biggest cities to
our smallest towns.
Many businesses within the local economy benefit from new homes. We work with product suppliers,
trades, and industry professionals to build your communities.
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PROMPT
PAYMENT
Contractors in the residential construction industry deserve to be paid on time. Their livelihoods and families
depend on it. With over 200,000 employees in B.C., CHBA BC believes in timely payment, and the Builders Lien Act
helps enforce compliance when there are problems. But recent efforts to import what’s called “prompt payment”
legislation from Ontario would create unnecessary duplication and increase costs for needed housing.
Prompt payment legislation would seek to impose unreasonable timelines for payment and implement adjudication
to settle discrepancies. This one-size-fits-all process would apply the same rules to both small residential
construction projects and multi-billion dollar public infrastructure projects.
Though well-intentioned, prompt payment is imperfect policy, and if imported to B.C. as is, it will negatively impact
the financial capabilities of small businesses involved in residential construction contracts in our province. That is
why many stakeholders in B.C.’s construction sector oppose it.

1. Blanket Application

3. Impact on Small Businesses

Under prompt payment, all forms of construction will
follow the same payment terms. While, most realistically,
the payment terms and contracts should be based on the
size and complexity of the project. For example, prompt
payment requires the same payment terms and complexity
for a single home renovation and a new governmentowned bridge.

2. Consultation
There was no consultation period specific to the residential
construction industry before the Prompt Payment (Builders
Lien Act) was introduced in the Legislature as a private
member’s bill. Any discussions concerning prompt payment
require all parties to be at the same table.

Small, owner-managed businesses cannot afford to use
lawyers or significantly increase their administration load in
the same way that large, sophisticated organizations could.

4. Redundancy
Having both a lien and prompt payment adjudication
scheme could create more unnecessary repetition
and higher costs for all. This includes internal staff for
adjudication processes, fees for experts and external
counsel, and adjudicator fees. It could also create
confusion and redundancies if a company is faced
with both a lien notice holdback and adjudication
determinations - it is unnecessary to have both.

5. Timelines
If there is a dispute, it is possible that adjudication and
rebuttals could stretch out project timelines. Homebuyers
and owners should not be affected by payment disputes
between contractors.

Prompt Payment

